
 

Stormwater Pollutant Factsheet 

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
 

PAHs are organic compounds commonly associated with petroleum products or the 
combustion of fossil fuels. 
 

Potential Sources of PAHs 
 

 Coal-tar based sealants on paved surfaces 

 Pavement maintenance including grinding or sealcoating asphalt surfaces 

 Diesel equipment maintenance 

 Used motor oil 

 Tire wear 

 Burning fossil fuels in equipment or vehicles 

 Creosote treated wood products 
 

Best Management Practices 
 

 Select a sealcoat with a low content of PAHs (asphalt emulsion based).  

 Use concrete instead of asphalt for paving projects 

 Recycle asphalt grindings. Do not store asphalt grindings on-site. 

 

Additional Resources  
 

Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, City of Portland 

Stormwater and the Construction Industry, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Grass Clippings and Stormwater, Penn State University Extension  

Industrial Stormwater Best Management Practices, Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality 

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=94539
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/swposter-final-fullsize.pdf
http://extension.psu.edu/natural-resources/water/discovery-watersheds/news/2013/grass-clippings-and-stormwater
http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/wqpermit/docs/IndBMP021413.pdf

